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The Racial Wealth Gap
Across several key outcomes, including health, wealth, education, and life expectancy, 
ostensibly race-neutral social policies have failed to close persistent racial gaps for Black 
Americans.

One domain that has been particularly difficult to make progress on is the racial wealth 
gap. 

Today’s presentation will prioritize a discussion of and seek to answer the following 
questions: 

 What is the racial wealth gap? 
 How was it created and how is it maintained today?
 What are the potential implications of the wealth gap for upward economic 

mobility?
 What innovative strategies have been documented nationally that can address the 

racial wealth gap?



The Racial Wealth Gap
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The racial wealth gap in the United States is the 
disparity in wealth between racial and ethnic 

groups. 



The Racial Wealth Gap

Research shows the average white family holds about six 
times as much wealth as the average Black family. 

Wealth disparities for young Americans are even more 
stark, with young white Americans holding 16 times the 

wealth of young Black Americans before they turn age 25.

Building pathways for upward 
mobility



How did we get here? 
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• Historical Factors
• Present-Day Factors

• Evidence on Wealth and Wealth Building 



Trends in Wealth Inequity 
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Drivers of Wealth Inequity 
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Promising Policies to Advance 

Progress on Wealth Inequity 
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Dr. LesLeigh D. Ford 
lford@urban.org
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Purpose Built Communities 

Community Quarterback – Coleman Park



COLEMAN PARK FACTS

• Demographics

• Population – 2726

• Households – 920

• Families – 584

• Children - 597

• 65.4% Children living in Poverty

• 44.2% Families living Poverty

• 71% of Households Rent vs. 29% Own

• 59% of these renters are cost burden 

(spending more than 30% of their income 
on housing)

• 31% of Residents have no vehicle

• 24% of Residents are without high speed 

internet

• 46% higher rates of chronic disease than the 

county average and 

• 14-year gap in life expectancy (67.9 years 
compared to the county's 82.2) 





RISE* Operationalizing Racial Equity 

in Coleman Park

• Mixed Income Housing - Develop anti-
displacement strategy and outline criteria for a 
racially inclusive development team.

• Cradle to College - Champion collaborative goal-
setting with Community Quarterback, education 
partners and residents

• Community Wellness - Redefine wellness as 
physical, mental, and cultural; and identifying 
and prioritizing resident needs and existing 
neighborhood assets

• Economic Vitality - Identify locally-owned, 
neighborhood-serving retail and 
entrepreneurship opportunities to invest in and 
advance.

*Community Quarterback
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THANK YOU
Upendo Shabazz, CEO, 

Northend RISE 
ushabazz@northendrise.org

mailto:ushabazz@northendrise.org
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